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MASTERS Podcast Club, November 2019 
Laini Reeves, Celebrity Hairstylist 
 Anival Morales, Celebrity Colorist 

 
 

Laini Reeves is an internationally renowned hairstylist 
whose celebrity clientele includes Ellen DeGeneres, 
Emily Blunt, Amy Adams, Tom Cruise, Victoria 
Beckham, and countless other superstars.  
 
Anival Morales combined his love of art, travel, and 
teaching to establish himself as a sought-after colorist 
whose client roster includes Amy Adams, Brit Marling, 
Hayden Panettiere, Emily Blunt, and more.  
 

Interviewed by Winn Claybaugh, Laini and Anival provide a fun, inside window to the 
world of celebrity hairstyling. Their commonsense approach to their careers delivers a 
must-listen message that will bring a smile to your face. 
 

Winn: Hi everybody, this is Winn Claybaugh and welcome to this issue of 
MASTERS, which we have been talking about doing, literally, for several 
years. And the wonderful role that I have in the beauty industry, not being a 
hairdresser, I get to hang out with hairdressers and of course I go for the best 
of the best. And I’m so grateful to have friends who have done incredible 
things with their career, both inside and outside of the beauty industry. And I 
always feel like the lessons that we learn from these incredible individuals in 
the beauty industry translate into so many other industries. And I know that 
today is absolutely going to be that way with this wonderful interview with not 
just one, but with two incredible people. So first of all, I’m sitting here with 
Laini Reeves and Anival Morales. So first of all, welcome to MASTERS. 

Anival: Well, thank you so much for having us.  

Winn: Laini, you’ve done this before. 

Laini: Yes, I did. It was a long time ago, though, yeah? 

Winn: It was at— 

Laini: And it was in Long Beach as well. 

Winn: It was probably 10 years ago. 

Laini: More than that. 

Winn: Yeah. 
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Laini: Has to be. 

Winn: So Laini, you and I go back a good 20-plus years. 

Laini: Yeah, we do. 

Winn: Right? So Anival, we met last night. I’m kidding, I’m kidding. 

Anival: No, no, no. [laughs] 

Winn: [laughs] 

Anival: We met a few years ago, through Laini, by the way. 

Winn: Yeah. 

Anival: And I will tell you, you must be so special that you actually got me all the way 
to Long Beach today, which I’ve not been here in about 20 years. 

Winn: He lives in L.A. and he says he hasn’t been here for 20 years. 

Anival: At least. 

Winn: Yeah. You know, people in L.A. just think that all of us who live south should 
come up there to meet you for dinner. You know, you could make your way 
south once in a while. It’s a— 

Anival: I don’t—I tend not to go past Bloomingdales or— 

Winn: [laughs] 

Anival: —Barneys. 

Winn: Oh my goodness. [laughs] Okay, not south of that. 

Anival: [laughs] 

Laini: [laughs] 

Winn: Okay. Well again, you guys, thank you so much for doing this and for making 
the drive down here to do this. I’ll just share with our listeners a bit of 
information on who the two of you are. We’ll start with Laini, and obviously I’m 
going to read some of this. Although this bio—your accomplishments go on 
and on. Laini Reeves is an internationally renowned hairstylist whose highly 
sought-after talents frequently take her across the globe. Laini started her 
career in London at a very early age. How old were you? 

Laini: I was 16. 
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Winn: Oh my.  

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: You can start that young— 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: —over there. 

Laini: Yeah, well, I left school at 16, which you’re allowed to do in England. It’s not 
that I, you know, decided to, you know— 

Winn: You didn’t get kicked out. 

Laini: I didn’t fall out of school, get dropped out, kicked out, whatever you call it. You 
actually leave school in England at 16 if you would like to. 

Winn: Because you have a chosen— 

Laini: Yeah— 

Winn: —craft— 

Laini: So yeah— 

Winn: A chosen a career that you’re pursuing. 

Laini: So you can either continue on to college and continue studying your English, 
math, whatever. I decided to change mine and go into hairdressing.  

Winn: Okay. 

Laini: So I was still studying but I started studying hair at 16. 

Winn: Eventually, after making a name for yourself working in top salons, you then 
became the worldwide creative director for Toni & Guy Hairdressing, which 
eventually had you relocate to the U.S. You are currently based in Los 
Angeles but you travel between California and Europe. I’ll just tell people right 
off the bat: you are the hairdresser for the Ellen show.  

Laini: Mmm hmm. 

Winn: For everybody on Ellen or just Ellen? 

Laini: No, I work solely with her, with Ellen. 

Winn: And that’s pretty much a full-time job. 
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Laini: It takes up four days of my week. 

Winn: Okay. 

Laini: So, but it’s still—for me it’s really rewarding and I’ll tell you why. To work with 
somebody of that status, and she hasn’t achieved her goals from being, you 
know, a lazy, lax type of person. 

Winn: Right. 

Laini: She definitely helps me stay on my toes and I like that. 

Winn: I like that, too. People are always looking for mentors. I’m like, “Well, go to the 
gym at six a.m.” 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: You know, it’s not filled with a bunch of losers.  

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: There are people there at the gym at six a.m. who have stuff going on. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: So start there. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: So the fact that you have this opportunity to work with somebody of that 
caliber— 

Laini: That is constantly growing, constantly looking to do things, constantly 
changing and day by day. And to be on that level and work on that level is 
really motivating. 

Winn: And you’re not just doing that show, the Ellen show. She has a couple of 
other shows that you also are involved in. 

Laini: Yeah. I mean, I mean she, whatever— 

Winn: Didn’t she just do a comedy tour?  

Laini: Yeah, we just did Relatable, it’s called. 

Winn: Isn’t it already on Netflix? 

Laini: Yeah, you can see it on Netflix.  
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Winn: Okay. 

Laini: And so if you haven’t seen —anyone, I highly recommend it because as much 
as it being hilarious, it’s empowering, it’s compassionate, and there’s a lot of 
things to learn from it as well, about her and just life. 

Winn: I just saw her interview on Netflix with David Letterman. 

Laini: Oh, David Letterman. Yeah. 

Winn: That was incredible. 

Laini: Yeah.  

Winn: Impressive. 

Laini: Again, really empowering. 

Winn: Oh, it was empowering because—well, they said it, that she revealed stuff or 
went deeper in that interview than she’s ever done before, which was— 

Laini: Mm-hm. 

Winn: —pretty cool to see. 

Laini: Yeah.  

Winn: Yeah, 

Laini: I think what it is, is that she’s done so well, that making her be the happy girl 
and that then she’s truly a happy person and does good things that when you 
start peeling back the layers and go a little bit deeper, it’s learning about her 
and what made her who she is: her experiences in life. It’s good to hear that. 

Winn: Well, we’ll learn more about your experience with that but Laini’s career has 
also involved working with distributors to train educators and platform work, 
retail classes, overall job performance for the beauty industry. From national 
and international trade shows, in-salon seminars, retail motivational classes 
to training manuals, videos, photo shoots, ad campaigns, movies, TV, 
magazines, and interviews, Laini is dedicated to collaboration and the 
development of hair products and building and maintaining a celebrity 
clientele. And speaking of celebrity clientele, everybody from Amy Adams to 
Emily Blunt to Tom Cruise, Victoria Beckham, Tobey Maguire. It’s a very, very 
long list.  

Laini: I think so.  

Winn: So much so, I think— 
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Laini: I’ve hung out with most of them throughout the years. I mean, obviously I 
don’t do that every day of the week, work with them, but that’s basically me 
over a certain period of time. 

Winn: Right. 

Laini: You know? 

Winn: So you’re not hanging out with these people every day. 

Laini: No, Tom and I don’t rub shoulders— 

Winn: No, you’re not? 

Laini: —all the time. 

Winn: Okay, okay. In addition you have had editorial with CosmoGirl, Elle, Esquire, 
Harper’s Bazaar, People magazine, Teen Vogue, Vanity Fair. I mean a 
fraction of your career, a small fraction of your career, is what most people 
dream of.  

Laini: Mm-hm. 

Winn: And yet you’re doing all of this and more. 

Laini: Yeah. It just becomes the norm, really, and that’s— 

Winn: It really becomes the norm? 

Laini: Yeah. 

Anival: It does become the norm. 

Laini: It is. 

Winn: So what does it feel like? You just put your head down. You just work, work, 
work and all of a sudden you come up for air and somebody reads off your 
bio to you. Like, wow, okay I guess I did do all of that. Is that how it feels? Is 
that how it works? 

Laini: Yeah actually, it really does. Listen, you have to put yourself in the situation. 
You have to surround yourself with people that are doing things and going in 
the direction that you want to go in. You know I’m a believer in if it’s salon 
work that you want to do, then you put yourself in an environment where it’s 
the best possible environment to learn and develop the skills and the tools to 
be the best you can in that environment. I chose to step away from the salon 
because it was hard for me to do both and to step away—you know there’s a 
certain type of you know—you have to go out—there’s commitment there. 
You have to know that there’s not always going to be money coming in when 
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you need the money. You’re doing a lot of jobs free to get to know people, to 
get to know photographers. And then once you start building the 
relationships—it’s like in any business, you build relationships and the motion 
starts going. 

Winn: We’re going to jump into all of that. I want to pull Anival in here so— 

Laini: Get him in.  

Winn: Everybody knows who he is because I have a feeling the two of you—well, 
I’ve been social with the two of you and I see how you bounce off of each 
other anyway, and so I want to create that dynamic here in our interview. 

Anival: Okay. 

Winn: Okay, so you’re originally from Guatemala. 

Anival: I am. 

Winn: But you have lived here since you were two? 

Anival: I am. You know, I actually was born in Guatemala. My—I have a beautiful 
story that I always say. My mother was offered a pass to the United States. 
My uncle worked for the oil company in Guatemala at the time. He was given 
a green card and then within a few years he asked for my mom to come to 
this country. And when she had the opportunity, she was pregnant with me. 
So she had to wait ‘til I was born. She came to America and two years later 
she brought me to this country. 

Winn: Wow. Now Anival, himself, what an incredible career you have. From travel to 
teaching, you started with a world-famous mentor, which I want to get into. 
Some of your salon work has included Sally Hershberger at John Frieda, Lorri 
Goddard—  

Anival: Lorri Goddard, yes, a colorist in Los Angeles. World-renowned. 

Winn: Well, you’re the one that’s world-renowned now, with especially the work that 
you do in balayage, which we want to talk about. And your list of celebrity 
clientele, as well as the magazine work, is just, it’s nonstop. So I have some 
of your magazines sitting right here. 

Anival: My covers there, okay. 

Winn: Oh, you did the covers for these? 

Anival: Those are my covers. 

Winn: Oh! Okay, so I’m staring at Nylon magazine, which—that’s your cover. 
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Anival: Yes. 

Winn: Okay. Bazaar, that’s your cover. 

Anival: Yes. 

Winn: Wait, who is that? 

Anival: That’s Amy. That’s my hair color. 

Winn: Oh my gosh, that’s Amy Adams. 

Anival: Yes. 

Winn: So he did the color and your—do you do any color? 

Laini: Huh-uh. No. 

Winn: So who colors Ellen’s hair? 

Laini: You know what, she has a couple of different people doing that. 

Winn: Okay. Wow! Did the two of you collaborate on this cover? 

Laini: Yeah, for sure. 

Anival: Laini and I have worked together on clients for so many years. I always tell 
people my story is that she singlehandedly built my career. So Laini sends me 
her clients. We work together. We’ve always worked very well together and 
that is how we both came about.  

Winn: So do you cut? 

Anival: I do not cut. 

Winn: So you’re color— 

Anival: I do not cut. I don’t style hair. I do color. 

Winn: Okay. And you cut and style and set— 

Laini: Well, what I do is that I—even though we don’t work together in the same 
salon, because I don’t work in a salon, I have clients that will ask me about 
their hair color and so Anival and I will work together and get their—color their 
hair. 

Winn: So how many days a week are you in the salon? 
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Anival: It all depends. I’m in the salon three days, sometimes four, but, you know, it’s 
always a busy three or four days. Sometimes I’m only in the salon two days a 
week.  

Winn: Just depending on the work that you’re doing outside of the salon? 

Laini: Yeah. 

Anival: Well, yes, because I also—you know, like Laini, I do other things and one of 
those things that happened a few years ago is that I started producing 
movies. So that takes me out of the salon to pursue that as well. 

Winn: Oh my gosh, okay I’m adding that to the list of things that we have to talk 
about then. Okay I’m also staring at—there’s a cover here of W magazine— 

Anival: Yes. 

Winn: Interview magazine. What’s it like doing a cover for a magazine? Do they call 
you and say, “Hey, by the way, so and so’s on the cover and you’re doing the 
color”? 

Anival: They come to me before they go into the shoot. Then she tells me—the 
actress tells me, “This is going to be for so and so magazine.” 

Winn: The actress comes to you— 

Anival: Yes. 

Winn: —and says, “I’m going to be on the cover of— 

Anival: Yes. 

Winn: —Harper’s Bazaar— 

Anival: Yes. 

Winn: —or W magazine and you’re doing my color.” 

Anival: Yes, that’s exactly how it happens. And I really didn’t know about that for a 
long, long time until someone showed me all of the covers that I had, which I 
really didn’t take that into consideration. I just was doing the work. And then 
one day it was all presented to me. 

Winn: That you’d done all these covers and you had no idea. 

Anival: Yes. 

Winn: So do you have an agent? 
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Anival: I do have an agent. 

Winn: Did you always have an agent? Or you said earlier that Laini kind of helped 
you build your career? 

Anival: Well, let’s go back to that. Laini did build because she got me the agent. 

Winn: Okay. 

Anival: Laini got me a client one day who sits in my chair, we started going over her 
color, and not ‘til later did I find out that she actually— 

Laini: Was the agent. 

Anival: —was the agent. 

Winn: [laughs] Wow. 

Anival: And then later on she brought me into the office and said, “This is all of your 
work. I’d like to rep you.” 

Winn: Wow. 

Anival: So unlike other people, I’ve never really dealt with, you know, going in and 
showing them my work and I want to have a representative. I’ve never really 
been that person. 

Winn: Okay. 

Anival: It just happened. 

Winn: Why is that? So this organically happened that you— 

Anival: It did happen organically but you have to remember I came into this industry 
later than everyone else. I was 36 years old when I went back to beauty 
school. And at 36, I knew where I wanted to work and I knew what I wanted to 
do. I wanted to work at a certain salon that I— 

Winn: What was the salon? 

Anival: The Sally Hershberger at John Frieda salon. 

Winn: Okay. So you hadn’t even gone to beauty school yet— 

Anival: No, I had not. 

Winn: —but you knew you wanted— 

Anival: But I have a funny story to that because — 
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Winn: —to work at Sally Hershberger—  

Anival: I’ve always said, you know, I was older than everyone. I didn’t fit the criteria 
as far as the looks were in Hollywood; you know what I’m saying. 

Laini: Mm-hm. 

Anival: And my dream was to work there and I didn’t know how I was going to get in 
that door. So I convinced my ex-boyfriend, who was stunningly beautiful, that 
he should work there. And he wasn’t really—I said, “Please just let me work 
something out.” I got an interview for him. I was right: they hired him. 

Winn: So he was a hairdresser. 

Anival: Yes. 

Winn: Okay. 

Anival: He was the—and so they hired him and for that year that I was in beauty 
school, I would come and visit and bring lunch and hang out and I convinced 
them that I should work there. And they gave me the job a week before I 
graduated from beauty school.  

Winn: Geez, that doesn’t happen. Not in that type of a salon. 

Laini: But he was 36 and he’d got a baby girl as well. 

Anival: I already had a child. I mean, I knew what I wanted. I just knew that—so at 
that point when I was offered the job, I became an apprentice for three years. 
So I was 40 years old when I finished. 

Winn: So they weren’t—and this is—I have an ulterior motive for this line of 
questioning. They weren’t necessarily hiring your skill. Because you really 
didn’t have the skill set at that point.  

Anival: No, I did not. At the time, no. When you come into those salons, you better be 
prepared with how you’re going to present yourself, your looks. And that’s 
what they were going for.  

Winn: What else were they going for?  

Anival: Well— 

Winn: Because everybody thinks, I’m a talented hairdresser; therefore, I can be a 
jerk— 

Anival: I think, you know— 

Winn: —and they’re just going to line up outside the door. 
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Anival: The look will open the door for you but I think your talent will keep you there. 

Winn: Okay. 

Anival: So within that first few months that I was there, they realized that I was not 
there to play, I was there to work. 

Laini: But you’re committed, you’re hard working— 

Anival: I was. 

Laini: Your attitude and your personality would basically get you through the door. 

Anival: Absolutely and I came from a corporate world. You know, for 15 years I was a 
flight attendant. I flew for Pan American Airways and I flew for Delta Airlines 
and, I mean, I saw the world. I knew how to handle 420 passengers and I 
knew how to handle, you know, 22 crew members. 

Winn: You knew how to handle somebody who didn’t like the sandwich. 

Anival: I did. I knew how to say, “Chicken or beef?” in many languages. So yeah, it 
was— 

Winn: [laughs] 

Laini: He can say—knows how to speak Japanese. 

Anival: I studied Japanese in college. I mean— 

Winn: Did you really? 

Laini: Do the Japanese. 

Anival: I did. It’s been—I haven’t spoken it in, you know, 24 years. 

Winn: Well, speak it now. 

Anival: I can make an announcement. I remember my announcement: “Minasama 
shito beruto o shikkari oshime kudasai.” I mean, I could go on. 

Winn: Wow. 

Anival: I studied Japanese. I knew Spanish as my first language. I had to learn 
English. 

Winn: Right. 
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Anival: I learned English watching the news when I was a little boy, and Sesame 
Street. So things just kind of—you can’t tell me that I can’t do something 
because I will show you that I can do it. 

Winn: Okay, so this comes up a lot, and I mean a lot, where people attending my 
schools who are in their 30s or 40s or 50s will come up to me and they’re 
almost embarrassed that they’re not the young 20-year-old— 

Anival: I mean, I— 

Winn: —that started in the same class. Like they think that, you know, Gosh, I’m not 
the same age as all of them, I’m older, and they’re saying that to me like 
that’s a bad thing. 

Anival: I hear it a lot and I always tell people, “The age thing is not going to work with 
me.” I’m like the last person you can talk to about that because, like I said, at 
36, you know, starting a whole new career was, “Oh my God, did I do the right 
thing? Am I jumping from one side to the other and am I going to make it?” 
But I didn’t really allow the idea that I wasn’t going to make it. I knew I was 
going to make it. I will say, you know, working at Sally taught me so much. It 
taught me: what you tell me you are worth, I’m going to believe you.  

Winn: What do you mean by that? 

Anival: Well, some people are like, “I can’t charge that much money.” But if I tell you 
this is what I charge and I tell you with such a passion, you’re going to believe 
me that’s what I’m worth. 

Winn: Okay, so what do you charge? 

Anival: Well, I mean, my bases start at $200. My highlights now start at $400 and 
everything is à la carte. You do base, you do a highlight, or you do one of the 
other but there is no package deal. 

Winn: So an average ticket price walking out the door is— 

Anival: Well, the average ticket price when they walk out the door after they get their 
haircut and after they get their blow-dry, we’re talking a thousand dollars. 

Winn: Right. 

Anival: So. 

Winn: Right. 

Anival: And again, I grew up in El Monte, California. When I first went into the hair 
and I was told to come and assist someone one day, I remember this story. I 
won’t mention the woman but I did a blow-dry for her and she asked, “Well, 
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what do you charge?” I didn’t know what to respond. I mean, I was lucky, if I 
was young, that I went to a Supercuts so I was about to say $27 and my boss 
was like, “He charges $250 for a blow-dry.” And that was years ago. And so 
those are the numbers that have stayed with me. 

Winn: Right. 

Anival: And so I believe that and I will continue to believe that. 

Laini: It’s about belief in your work. 

Anival: Yes. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Anival: And you know, and I’ve always said, I have this great thing at the salon now 
that I’ve said to the owners, “I don’t want any of your clients. I don’t want 
clientele because I have singlehandedly built my clientele with referrals.” And 
Laini Reeves, my dear, that hair of hers has been the biggest walking, talking 
billboard when it comes to hair color. That hair has sent me more clients than 
anyone else. 

Winn: Actually, Laini, I want to ask you, because in working with distributors and 
salons and manufacturers, being on the manufacturer side— 

Laini: Mm-hm. 

Winn: —of such a huge megacompany, I’m assuming that part of the consulting that 
you’re giving to people is how to raise prices. Because I don’t think there’s 
anybody listening to this that doesn’t agree that our industry deserves a raise. 

Laini: I believe if you’re putting time and energy into making yourself better, and I 
think we’re in an industry that you have to continuously grow, that you have to 
put a value to the time and energy that you put into things. So for me, you 
know, when I look at something and I put a price to my work, I just, I put in 
what it is that I know that I know I’ve put my time and energy into. And, like 
the age thing, you know, with the people that you’re talking about, I mean 
everyone ages. I mean that’s the beauty of it all. All of us get older. And I just 
think, you know, with the time—times change and as long as you change with 
it you’re still valuable. You know, I just remember and old friend of mine 
saying, you know, “When you’re green you’re ripe; when you’re ripe you’re 
rotten.”  

Winn: Right. 

Laini: So unless you put time into yourself, you will become rotten. You won’t have 
the ability to charge and grow. So. 



MASTERS Audio Club, November 2019: Laini Reeves & Anival Morales  Page 15 

Anival: It also makes sense when you were just saying that—you know, my 
grandmother had a saying. My grandmother would always say to me, “Tell me 
who you’re hanging out with and I’ll tell you who you are.” 

Winn: Ooh. 

Anival: So if you want to be successful— 

Winn: I love that. Exactly. What was Grandma trying to tell you? 

Anival: Well, she just wanted— 

Laini: Who you’re hanging out with is— 

Anival: Well, she would say it because she wanted to see what everybody was doing. 
But you know, you want to be successful, you hang out with successful 
people. You want to be the best hair cutter, you hang out with the best 
cutters. And that’s what I’ve always believed.  

Laini: Yeah, me too. 

Winn: Okay, but what’s the advice that you have? Because people think, Well, I’m 
hanging out with the best—because some people call this the microwave 
generation. I’ve been here for a week. Can’t I be charging— 

Anival: Oh yeah, that’s a big problem. 

Winn: —a thousand dollars for my services? 

Anival: We— 

Winn: Can’t I become the creative director because I’ve been here a week? So 
what’s the advice that you have for those who do want it instantly? 

Laini: Yeah, that doesn’t happen like that. 

Winn: [laughs] 

Laini: It’s time and energy. You have to put time and energy in. 

Anival: And you said it also. You know, we do so much free work. You just put in the 
work and I will say this: eventually things start to change for you. They see 
that you show up to work so that makes a big difference. 

Laini: Mm-hm. 

Anival: They see that you’re dedicated. That makes a huge difference. They see 
you’re not afraid of work. That makes a big difference. So. 
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Winn: I know we’re going to jump all over the place and— 

Laini: That’s fine. 

Winn: —I’m okay with that, right? 

Laini: Yeah, I’m okay with it.  

Winn: Okay, so the free work—because as a speaker, I still speak for free.  

Anival: Well, I’ll tell you, of course we do. Like, let’s say a publicist— 

Laini: He does my hair for free. 

Anival: Well, she’s my girlfriend, you know. But you know what I’m saying. A publicist 
wants me to do her client so, because I want that client, I’ll do the publicist’s 
hair for free. 

Winn: Okay. 

Anival: It’s just part of—it’s what happens. You know, you just—I’ve always said, “If 
you put out there into the universe it will come right back.” Laini said this a 
long, long time ago, which I always think about that: “Some people go through 
life just withdrawing from the ATM of life but they refuse to deposit into the 
ATM of life.” And that’s what a lot of people do. They don’t really want to put 
out but they expect everything to come back to them. 

Winn: Right. Right. I love that. 

Laini It’s like a bank account. 

Winn: How did you get so smart? 

Laini: I don’t know. [laughs] 

Winn: [laughs]. 

Laini: I truly believe in energy and what it is that you’re putting into the pot of life. If 
you donate and you put things in, there’s room to pull things out. 

Anival: Absolutely. 

Winn: Because you’re talking about that—Laini, again, I’ve known you for over 20 
years and whenever we get together you have like a hundred new ideas or 
projects that you’re working on. 

Laini: Oh yeah. 

Winn: And some of them stick and some of them don’t. 
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Laini: Mm-hm. 

Winn: Can you talk about that? Because I have a feeling that some people would 
say, “Well, Laini, when we had lunch six months ago you told me you were 
going to do this and it didn’t happen so—"  

Laini: I am constantly— 

Winn: So you’re—always. You’re always pitching something. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Anival: Yes. 

Laini: Always, always pitching something. My mind doesn’t rest. It’s just something 
that, for me, just naturally keeps going. I don’t know why. 

Winn: Okay, well, that’s natural for you; it’s not natural for most people. So what 
advice do you have? Because a lot of people, they put all of their energy into 
something and it doesn’t work, or it doesn’t work the way they thought that it 
was going to work. They have— 

Anival: And then they give up or do they continue? 

Winn: Then they give up or now I’m a failure and they give up or whatever. 

Laini: Well, I mean, believe me, I’ve put a lot of work and time into stuff. 

Winn: And money, I’m sure. 

Laini: And money, you know. And if it doesn’t work then I could say, “Oh, I’m not 
doing that.” Well, some of them have been ouchies but that’s okay. 

Winn: [laughs] 

Laini: You know, you just— 

Winn: An ouchie that cost you a lot. 

Laini: Yeah. And then you— 

Anival: But that was—you just said it. The magic thing is that she—if things don’t 
work out, she’s not going to curl up and say, “I’ve failed.” She’ll move on to 
the next project and will continue again. She doesn’t give up.  

Winn: What advice do you have, then, for the people who are just so willing and 
they— 
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Laini: You know I love reading. I do a lot of reading and I look into areas of, you 
know, of—I’m forever telling Anival what he needs to do. 

Anival: Yes. 

Laini: I go, ”You know, Anival, I’ve read this book.” 

Anival: [laughs] 

Laini: “And we need to do this and we need to do that.” 

Winn: Well, what types of books are you drawing from? 

Laini: Oh, lots of different books. You know, on health, fitness, stock market. It’s just 
whatever draws me in, I just start researching, researching, researching 
and— 

Anival: Now, some of the things that she’s gotten me into— 

Laini: [laughs] 

Anival: That’s for a whole— 

Winn: Oh, she— 

Anival: —different day. That’s for another episode of this. 

Winn: Oh, give us a couple of examples. 

Anival: Right? We’ve gone into some great, great adventures. 

Laini: Mm-hm. 

Anival: Because she—someone called and— 

Winn: Are you selling Avon door to door, Anival?  

Anival: Ding dong! No but—like remember we went to—I don’t want to—but we’ve 
been to meditating hours, and we’ve done things— 

Laini: Yes. 

Anival: [laughs] 

Laini: I brought him along to a meditation class once. I said, “Anival, I’ve been 
invited to a meditation class.” 

Anival: And I never say no. 
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Laini: I said, “Come with me.”  

Winn: So you’re always a willing participant. 

Anival: Always. 

Laini: And he’s like, “Okay,” and we went and it was—we’re sitting in a room with a 
bunch of people that started doing the weirdest chanting and I lost it. I was 
like— 

Winn: Laughing? 

Laini: Oh, I’m sitting in this room going, “What on earth are we doing here?” 

Anival: And you’re supposed to be— 

Laini: And I couldn’t— 

Anival: You’re supposed to doing this with your eyes closed but I—something knew 
that she was not—so I opened one eye and she’s giggling and then I’m 
giggling.  

Winn: They weren’t happy with you. 

Laini: So, yeah, I dragged him along to a lot of things. I’m like, “You come with me, 
you have to come with me to this.” 

Anival: [laughs] 

Laini: And he’s like, “Okay then.” So anyway, that’s our relationship. 

Winn: Hm.  

Laini: But yeah. 

Winn: It’s great to have a friendship like that. 

Laini: Yeah. I’m dabbling—and I’ve got other projects going on at the moment and 
I’m dabbling around in. 

Winn: Of course you are. 

Laini: There’s always something going on. 

Anival: Always. 

Winn: Is it always within the beauty industry or is it outside the beauty industry as 
well? 
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Laini: No it’s in the—it’s mostly in the beauty industry. 

Winn: Okay. 

Laini: Yeah. So it’s—it’s all interesting stuff. 

Winn: So let’s talk about some of the celebrities that you have both worked with. 

Laini: Mm-hm. 

Winn: And not so much as about the celebrity but more about just the opportunities 
and where that’s taken you. So you’re friends with and you do the hair for 
Emily Blunt, who is Mary Poppins. 

Laini: Yeah. I didn’t do any of the movie. Movies I don’t do with Emily. I do just all 
her press. Anything outside of a movie I will do with her. 

Winn: So you didn’t do the hair— 

Laini: I did do their— 

Winn: I’m assuming they were all wigs— 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: —for the movie. 

Laini: Yes. 

Winn: So you didn’t do any of that but once the movie is completed— 

Laini: So all the press— 

Winn: —now she’s doing all the—  

Laini: All the magazines— 

Winn: —press junkets, you’re doing her hair. 

Laini: Everything outside of the movie I will do. 

Winn: She’s not dressed as Mary Poppins for all of the press— 

Laini: No. 

Winn: —she’s just back to Emily Blunt. 

Laini: Yeah, back to Emily Blunt— 
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Winn: And that’s when— 

Laini: —looking gorgeous— 

Winn: Okay. 

Laini: —and stuff. You know, I’ve known Emily a long, long time. I met her right 
around the time that she did The Devil Wears Prada. That sort of crossed her 
over into Hollywood. Up until then she was, you know, doing smaller movies 
from the UK and that just sort of catapulted her into more of the limelight. 
That’s when she got her first award for her—the role that she played there. 
And then it’s just been a growing thing. We’ve grown—we grew together in 
the industry and it’s nice being part of helping somebody to develop who they 
are. 

Winn: What does that mean? What does that look like, develop who they are? 

Laini: Well, I mean, people grow into themselves, especially in Hollywood and 
there’s females that they start to be what you call a Hollywood star. 

Winn: Right. 

Laini: And you know, with her we’ve developed that look and the way that she’s—
when she walks onto a red carpet, that’s us working for the last 10 years of 
developing. And it, for her, it develops confidence, strength. She knows who 
she is more. It helps her decide what she wants to do better. It’s a lot of 
intricate things that play into it. And, you know, you’re part of that journey. The 
same with Amy Adams, exactly the same thing. 

Winn: Mm. 

Laini: But I got to meet Amy Adams through Emily.  

Winn: Okay. 

Laini: Because they did a little movie called Sunshine Cleaning together; an old 
movie, which I recommend you watch. It’s fantastic.  

Winn: Sunshine Cleaning? 

Laini: Sunshine Cleaning. 

Winn: I think it was on my list and I never watched it. Because I love both of them. 

Laini: Super, super movie. 

Winn: Sunshine Cleaning. Okay, I’m going to write that down. 

Anival: Great movie. 
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Laini: And because, at the time, Amy needed a hairdresser for an event and she 
said, “You should work with Laini.” And that’s it. Me and Amy met and fell in 
love, and I have a love affair with her and I have a love affair with Emily at the 
same time. 

Winn: That’s beautiful. 

Laini: Mm-hm. 

Winn: Are you doing the press things as well or their hair? You’re coloring their hair 
so that’s— 

Anival: They usually will come, you know—if they’re going to do some press they 
come in and say, “Hey, the hair needs to be touched up or redone.” 

Laini: But then both Emily and Amy have come to you to— 

Anival: Yes. 

Laini: —develop a look and a color for them to go and do a movie as well.  

Anival: Yes. I remember when you sent Emily to me she was brunette and I had to 
take her blonde for Looper. 

Winn: Okay. 

Anival: And that took a while, remember? And after that we worked together on 
getting her back to her new look for The Five-Year Engagement plan. 

Winn: Mm-hm. 

Anival: And the same with Amy. She was off to do a movie with Clint Eastwood and 
that’s when I started working with her. So, yes, for me, it’s usually done in the 
salon and it’s done before they head on out to either start the movie or start 
their press or do a photo shoot. 

Winn: So does a celebrity ever put you on a plane then? 

Anival: Yes, they do. 

Winn: So give us those examples. I mean, I see you—Laini, why you jump on a 
plane because your styling their hair every single day, you’re— 

Laini: If they’re shooting a movie somewhere and they’re on location and they’ve 
got to keep their—maintain their color through the whole movie— 

Winn: Okay. 

Laini: —then they have to fly him out to do it. 



MASTERS Audio Club, November 2019: Laini Reeves & Anival Morales  Page 23 

Anival: That’s it. So then again— 

Winn: Give us some of those examples. 

Anival: Well, you know, I now work with a Dominican actress, wonderful lady, which 
is the one who actually brought me out of the studio to start producing with 
her. And they’ll fly me to the Dominican Republic to do her hair color before 
either a movie or a shoot or some press junkets. And Laini now started 
working with her, so Laini styles her as well. 

Winn: Hm. 

Anival: So it’s things like that that have happened for me. I never expected it to be 
this way. I just feel that it’s the hard work. It’s, you know, the people that I’ve 
surrounded myself with, it’s wonderful people like Laini that have given me 
opportunities and that’s how it all has happened. 

Winn: When you said that you had to take her back to blonde— 

Anival: I had to take her to blonde from brunette. 

Winn: Okay, so that’s not like a one-day visit in the salon. 

Anival: Oh no. 

Winn: So talk us through that process because when I was reading about you—
again, I’m not a hairdresser so I try to do my studying and understand it as 
much as I can, but I’m going to read this. Your specialty is balayage, where 
you create very natural, sun-kissed highlights. You rarely use foils— 

Anival: That is correct. 

Winn: —but instead you prefer to hand paint strokes with the flow of the hair. But 
you’re not just doing that with blondes, you’re also doing it with brunette and 
redheads? 

Anival: I do. So here’s the thing. 

Winn: You hand paint those colors as well? 

Anival: I do hand paint. I don’t use foil and a lot of the times, you know, going back to 
why it takes me a few days, I choose to do this very slowly because I like to 
save the integrity of the hair. Now I’ve always said that if someone tells you 
that they can take you to this blonde in a few hours, you better run and you 
better run very fast because that hair might look really pretty in that chair, but 
within hours or days it’s going to be a complete different story. 
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Winn: Now, we’ve met a couple of models or celebrities and you look at the—now 
you’re face to face with them and you’re thinking, Wow your hair is so 
damaged, because they are taken from this to that— 

Anival: Yes. 

Winn: —in extreme cases— 

Anival: Yes. And I will say— 

Winn: —without considering the integrity of the hair, as you just said. 

Anival: Absolutely. 

Winn: Okay so talk to us about that. 

Anival: I remember when I did this with Emily, it took us—we started a few months 
before she even started shooting. So we did this very slowly. You know, we 
went from taking out some of the pigment first and then you go on to, you 
know, adding some highlights and then slowing just getting that. 

Winn: Over how many visits to the salon over how many weeks or months?  

Anival: I mean, I can’t answer that because I don’t remember, but it has been—  

Laini: It’s probably like two or three visits, for sure. 

Anival: Yeah, at least two or three visits. 

Winn: Okay. 

Anival: Nothing less than three. I remember that. 

Winn: But do they still it in the chair and the agents or the managers still says, “I 
need her extreme blonde by tomorrow?” 

Anival: I don’t know— 

Winn: “Why can’t you do it in one visit?” What do you say? 

Anival: I choose not to go down that road because at the end of the day they’re not 
going to remember the person who left their hair looking beautiful, they’re 
going to remember the man who destroyed their hair. 

Winn: [laughs] Okay. 

Anival: So I choose—I do. I say, “I don’t think I am the right guy for you.” 

Winn: Wow. So you’ll turn down the job because you won’t— 
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Anival: I will. 

Winn: You have integrity. 

Anival: I will. Like I said, at the end of the day, they’re going to remember who broke 
off the hair. 

Winn: Right. 

Anival: I have a client, a beautiful woman, you know, actress, and she is obsessed. I 
always say she’s, she has blonde-orexia. 

Winn: [laughs] 

Anival: She wants to be blonder and blonder and blonder and so she called me 
recently because she said, “So I think there should be a highlight on this one 
side of the hair, do you mind if I do it myself at home?” And I said, “I 
personally won’t do it, you know, until your next visit. If you want to go ahead 
and do it, go for it. I hope you enjoy your new bob.” 

Winn: [laughs] 

Anival: And she did. She sent me an email and she wrote— 

Winn: Meaning it’s going to break off. 

Anival: “Exactly what I needed to hear. I’ll see you in a few weeks. I won’t touch a 
hair.” I won’t do that. 

Winn: [laughs] Oh that’s funny. 

Anival: So I hope you enjoy, you know, walking around in a cute little bob, because it 
will break off. 

Winn: Wow.  

Anival: So those are things that, you know, a new stylist or colorist should learn: that 
you should say no if you’re afraid of, you know, what’s going to happen to the 
hair. 

Winn: Huh. 

Anival: But not many people do it. 

Winn: That’s great. So talk to us more about the traveling and how do you do that 
because you said you’re four days a week? When the Ellen show is being 
filmed, that’s four days a week. What time do you get there and what time do 
you leave and then how the heck do you fit all this other stuff in? 
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Laini: I have a manager that manages my schedule and you know, you just have to 
work days in between what I’ve committed to. So sometimes it can be difficult. 
Sometimes I’m, you know, I have to fly somewhere and hit the ground running 
but that’s, I think that’s the industry anyway. You know, you’re hitting the 
ground running all the time. And um— 

Anival: You keep saying to yourself, “Just keep swimming, just keep swimming.” 

Laini: Just keep swimming, just keep swimming. 

Winn: [laughs] 

Anival: [laughs] 

Winn: Wasn’t that Ellen? 

Laini: Yeah, that’s who— 

Winn: That was Ellen, right? 

Laini: Yeah. It is her. Dory. 

Anival: Dory. 

Winn: Dory. There you go. 

Laini: I mean, I can fly into New York and literally blow-dry someone’s hair and get 
on a plane and fly back. 

Winn: You’ve done that. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Anival: Yes. 

Laini: Loads of times. 

Winn: So you fly there, you land, you blow-dry their hair— 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: —and you turn around and jump back on the plane and— 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: Wow. 

Laini: Yeah, that’s what happens. 
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Winn: And how do you feel about that? Is that— 

Laini: I mean, that was normal. 

Winn: —exciting for you? Is it that, wow, is that a cha-ching paycheck for that or—? 

Laini: I mean, I think it’s a bit of both, you know. It’s a job and you’ve got to do it if 
that’s what you want to do. That’s what it consists of. 

Winn: Okay. 

Laini: And that’s it. Because I have some clients, like Emily now—she lives in New 
York so if I want to be part of her life and be part of what she’s got going on, 
then I have to get on a plane and fly there. 

Winn: Hmm. Wow. So when you—give us a typical day at Ellen then.  

Laini: Okay. 

Winn: You arrive at what point? What— 

Laini: With Ellen— 

Winn: —does your day look like? Is it a lot of sitting around? What— 

Laini: You know, there’s a lot of sitting around but what I’m going to tell you is this, 
it’s going to seem like I’ve got a really easy day.  

Anival: [laughs] 

Laini: So here we go. I— 

Winn: Anival, does she have an easy day? 

Anival: Never. 

Laini: No. 

Winn: Okay, okay. 

Anival: It might sound but it’s never. 

Laini: I get there at 11 o’clock in the morning. I do Ellen’s hair about 12. 

Winn: Okay. 

Laini: Then the show shoots at 3 and it’s shot in an hour and then I probably will cap 
it off at 4, 4:30.  
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Winn: Okay. 

Laini: That’s my day. 

Winn: Okay. 

Laini: Now a lot of people will say, “Well, she’s—you know you’ve got a good job. 
She’s got really short hair.” And it’s not about the hair, you know. Yes, she’s 
got short hair but it’s not about the hair, it’s about the whole environment. 

Winn: You have to explain that. I think I know what you’re talking about because if 
your energy in that space and the whole environment— 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: —and I’m sure there’s a lot of stress and— 

Laini: It’s a very—  

Winn: —you were the last person that— 

Laini: Yeah, it’s a very fast high-energy running period of time and you literally blink 
and the day is over. 

Anival: And you do two shows a day. 

Laini: Yes, sometimes we can do two shows in a day. 

Winn: So, what else is it besides doing the hair? You say it’s very high energy and 
do you feel like— 

Laini: It’s a— 

Winn: “I showed up here today, things aren’t going well, the grip”—what’s a grip by 
the way? “He’s pissed off and so my job today is to make sure that Ellen feels 
extra special today.” Do you think that way? 

Laini: My job is to make sure Ellen looks the best she can possibly look at all times 
and that’s what I focus on. But in the meantime, she has a lot going on. So 
say, for instance, I could do her hair and have it looking beautiful and perfect 
and then they could come in and say, “Ellen’s got to wear a wig now for the 
next section,” and so I have to put a wig on the beautiful work that I’ve just 
done. And then I’ll probably—when the wig’s pulled off I probably have a 
nanosecond to make sure her hair looks beautiful for her to go back out on 
stage. 

Winn: Okay. 
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Laini: So it’s fast thinking [snaps her fingers], you know, but, and not being rocked. 
Like I’ve got to be able to hold my end and go, “She looks fine.”  

Winn: What do mean “not being rocked”? 

Laini: Meaning that, you know, you can be put in situations and you don’t have, you 
know, the ability to stand strong and be yourself and not be pushed around in 
any way. 

Winn: Mm-hm. 

Laini: So I, I’ve developed the skills be able to hold my own in a lot of different 
situations. And I think that’s what it’s about. You know, you can be the most 
amazing hairdresser but walk on set into an environment that I have and 
watch people crumble. 

Winn: Mm. 

Laini: And not being able to do what they are supposed to do. 

Winn: Right. 

Laini: And that only comes with experience. 

Winn: So once the show starts, you’re just sitting in the green room drinking your 
wine and— 

Laini: No, I don’t leave Ellen’s side the whole day. 

Winn: Okay, so that’s— 

Laini: I am with her the minute we walk go in there— 

Winn: So while the show is— 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: —being taped, you’re standing off on the side somewhere?  

Laini: Yes, absolutely. 

Winn: You’re standing behind the camera— 

Laini: That’s my job. 

Winn: —to make sure that her hair is looking good on camera? 

Laini: My job is to make sure she looks amazing and— 
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Winn: Okay. 

Laini: —I give it a 150 percent attention. 

Winn: So when they break to a commercial are you running— 

Laini: Yep. 

Winn: —back onto the set to— 

Laini: That’s right. That’s it. 

Winn: —fix anything that you see? 

Laini: And that’s just not with her. That’s just my job. But anyone in a show or movie 
situation, that’s how it is. 

Winn: Right. 

Laini: You know, if you’re on the set doing a shoot—if I’m with Emily, it’s the same 
job. With Amy, it’s the same job. You know, as soon as you’re off camera, 
you’re in there making sure—touchups, you’re making sure everything is good 
and you’re— 

Anival: You step aside. 

Laini: You’re in the background 

Anival: You don’t really leave. 

Laini: You’re in the background. 

Winn: Okay. 

Laini: So it’s about being able to be fast-thinking on your job and be confident at the 
same time. 

Winn: What about the other guests that she has on the show? There’s other 
hairdressers— 

Laini: Yep, they have their own team.  

Winn: —that take care of them? 

Laini: I mean, I’ve been—when I didn’t work with Ellen I used to go to the Ellen 
show with my clients. So it’s a circuit that they do when they are promoting a 
movie. You— 

Winn: Right. 
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Laini: You— 

Winn: Is that how Ellen found you? 

Laini: Umm. 

Winn: You were on set? 

Laini: Mmmm no. I got reunited with Ellen through Portia. I was working with Portia, 
doing her hair.  

Winn: Her wife. Okay. 

Laini: She was doing some press stuff a few years ago and I got reunited with her 
that way. 

Winn: Hmm. This might sound like an odd question. Where does a cell phone fit into 
all of this? 

Laini: If I’m on a—if I’m doing my job then I am not picking up my phone.  

Winn: Okay, that’s my point then. 

Laini: My phone’s gone. It’s in a drawer. It’s on silent and it’s gone. 

Winn: And if you have your phone and you’re staring at your phone while she’s 
filming her show then you’re not doing— 

Laini: Oh. 

Winn: —your job. 

Laini: No I wouldn’t, even—I wouldn’t do that to anybody, not just Ellen. I mean 
obviously that’s, you know, my job for four days a week, but with anyone, if 
it’s with any job that I would be doing, I wouldn’t have my phone on. That—it’s 
gone. 

Winn: What’s your input on this? 

Anival: I’m in the salon and I will tell you, I still agree what she says. You won’t find 
my phone on me while I’m with a client.  

Winn: Mm. 

Anival: Now I will say this and I know it sound like I’m bashing, you know, the 
younger generation, but they are on the phone when they’re talking to a client 
and for me it’s just common sense. You know, you would—a client is paying 
for the time and for me to make them feel beautiful and wonderful and it’s not 
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going to happen if I’m on the phone talking to someone and, “Oh hold on, let 
me finish.” It just wouldn’t happen. But I do see it a lot. 

Winn: Or the screen. You know, I’m on this big kick, for many, many reasons, and I 
can show you my report that my phone usage is going down. I look at it every 
single week. You know. Have you seen those reports that tell you— 

Laini: Yes, yep. Mine’s going down as well. 

Winn: I’m working hard on it. I was down 20 percent last week and I—and the week 
before I was down 30 percent, which means I’m down, what, 50 percent over 
the last—meaning I’m trying to be more present and be with my daughter and 
because I don’t want her to want to stare at her cell phone. 

Laini: Mm-hm. 

Winn: But I see it a lot— 

Anival: A lot. 

Winn: —with that generation and I think my belief is that 50 years from now we’re all 
going to look back and think, What the heck were we thinking? You know, 
Why did that happen, why did we allow that to happen? But for today’s world 
you say it’s common sense, but it’s not common sense and that’s why we are 
talking about it right now. What do they say? You can Google facts but you 
can’t Google wisdom. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: So the information I’m getting from you guys today is wisdom. This is the stuff 
that you can’t Google. 

Laini: Yeah, you can’t. 

Winn: And we need this. The people listening to this right now need to hear this. 

Laini: Mm-hm. 

Anival: You know, it’s funny that you would say that because I find it that, being a 
single man, I’ll try to go out with friends or something, to a restaurant, and I 
love meeting people. I love talking to people. I love looking them in the eyes. I 
love—there’s that beautiful connection that you can make. But again, some 
people nowadays do everything through their phone. So I find it hard that we 
don’t know how to connect anymore because it’s easily done that way. 

Winn: Mm. 
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Anival: Whereas I’m still from the old way of, you know, doing things. So it’s affecting 
all of us and I don’t know that it’s going to change anymore. 

Winn: There are a lot of people listening to this who would love and I mean love—
probably 90 percent of the emails that I get from my students and from stylists 
are, “I really want to do hair, makeup in the world of entertainment.” So a lot 
of people say that they want your job so they need this kind of wisdom. They 
need this kind of advice. Is that a big taboo to have your cell phone, staring at 
your device, while you’re on set? Is that kind of like a common— 

Laini: You can’t. I mean, now you just can’t have it. So if you’re on set doing a 
magazine, you got to remember a magazine comes out two or three months 
after you’ve done a shoot. So if you’re seen taking pictures or being on your 
phone, that work is known as sacred until it comes out in a magazine.  

Winn: Oh, right. 

Laini: So you can’t like be posting, “Oh I’m on the set of Vogue today.” And before, 
because you would—I mean it’s just a good etiquette. 

Winn: Mm. 

Laini: They would—you wouldn’t be booked by them again; I don’t think, anyway.  

Winn: Huh. 

Laini: Don’t dare do it. 

Anival: I won’t do it.  

Winn: Right [laughs] 

Anival: I mean, listen, ask us about our phones. They’re off. We came in, we turned 
them off, and that’s what we do. 

Winn: Yeah. 

Anival: But again, not everyone does it. 

Winn: Right. So talk to us—let’s swing the pendulum towards technical. How have 
you become so well known for what you do? Who are your mentors? How did 
you get so brilliant at what you do and what’s unique about the style of color 
that you do? 

Anival: So, you know, I grew up in a world of art. My mother was a housekeeper for 
36 years in Los Angeles for one of the most famous artists in the world. So I 
grew up in his home. I grew up in the studio. I grew up seeing color in a very 
different way. So I’ve always said that I see hair very different than other 
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people do. For me, even how I touch the hair, even how I handle it when I’m 
painting, I feel like, how would you handle silk? It wouldn’t be, you know, 
jabbing it and moving it and grabbing it, and some people do that. So I see 
color very differently. I work with pictures. So if you tell me that you want to be 
a redhead, there are so many shades of red. What I see as red, might be very 
different than what you see as red so I always say, “Please bring some 
pictures for me.” And we go with that and whatever picture you show me, I will 
learn how to make that color. 

Winn: Hm. 

Anival: I taught myself to work with many color lines and this is something that Laini 
was very big on. I would like to follow the rules. You know, “Oh, you shouldn’t 
do that.” Oh we couldn’t—and she was like, “No!” and she would push me 
and push me and push me to step out of that box. 

Winn: Follow the rules of— 

Anival: As far as— 

Winn: —formulas? 

Anival: As far as, you know, how—does that make sense? If something was blonde, I 
would make it blonde and she’s like, “No but you could make it a different 
blonde. You know, if you go in there and pump it with a little more of this, it 
will become that.” And so she taught me to be a little more fearless. Because 
I did—you know, coming as an older person into the industry, I wanted to 
follow the rules. And I’ve learned to paint with many colors. I don’t know, I 
just, I see color very differently than other people do. And that’s because of 
how I grew up, I think. 

Winn: Well, David Hockney is the artist, the very, very famous artist that you are 
taking about. How come you didn’t say his name? We all know who he is. 

Anival: I don’t—I mean I don’t— 

Winn: [laughs] 

Anival: I always don’t know, you know, what we can say and who we can talk about, 
but yes. I’m very proud that it is David Hockney. 

Winn: What did you learn from him? 

Anival: One thing he told me years ago, when I was young, he said, “Just remember 
that what you are born into doesn’t specifically mean that’s the world that 
you’re supposed to stay in.” So David taught me that I could be more. You 
know, like I said, I grew up very poor. I grew up in El Monte, California. I just 
always wanted more and I knew that I could get there. So, you know, just the 
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idea of how to make a color: that’s a beautiful thing that I learned from David. 
I don’t know, I just saw the world in, you know, so many splashes of color. I 
didn’t see it—like a blue is not a blue. There are so many tones to that blue 
and that’s how I look at things. 

Winn: Huh. And what’s your ongoing training for that? 

Anival: Well, I always say I love to look at fashion magazines. I want to see what the 
trends are. I continue to educate myself on what’s coming in for the next few 
seasons or the season. I just—I will take classes. You know, we still have 
classes at our salon that they bring in people from L’Oréal and you know, 
Goldwell and I will be at every single one of those classes. There might be not 
a lot that I will learn, but I still feel that there’s something that you always pick 
up. 

Winn: Right. 

Anival: A technique, a way to hold something differently. So I continue to want to 
learn every day. 

Winn: The biggest part of your career, Laini, for many, many years was in training 
hairdressers. 

Laini: Mm-hm. Yeah. 

Winn: How much of that are you still doing today? And I also want to draw on your 
many, many years of experience to give us some guidance and some 
coaching today on what would be needed today. 

Laini: I deliver my information differently, obviously. Now if I do a red carpet event or 
if I do something that we think is noteworthy, then I’ll do it through different 
brands. So for instance, I work with a lot of different brands for each very 
specific event and then I will deliver and tell people and give them the step-
by-step breakdown of what I do. Then it just gets put out into different feeds, 
like Instagram and different outlets where people will read and see what work 
I’ve been doing. So that’s different for me now. 

Winn: As long as we’re talking about that, so you actually get paid to send out—  

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: —a Tweet. 

Laini: Yeah. So— 

Winn: But you’re going to be paid tens of thousands of dollars to send out two or 
three Tweets. 
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Laini: Yeah. It’s what we call—we call it a sponsorship. So I get sponsored by 
different brands to use the products and do step-by-step— 

Winn: Hey, I’m using this product on Emily Blunt as she’s getting ready to— 

Laini: Yes, that’s what— 

Winn: —hit the red carpet— 

Laini: Yep. 

Winn: —at the Academy Awards and this is how— 

Laini: Yep. 

Winn: —I did her hair. 

Laini: Mm-hm, that’s what I do. 

Winn: Wow. That’s a nice life, huh? 

Laini: It is.  

Anival: Not a bad one. [laughs] 

Winn: It is. 

Laini: Very cool.  

Anival: Not a bad one. 

Winn: So go back to your previous career, though, of training hairdressers. 

Laini: Yeah. I did 15 years at Toni & Guy. I was the educational director there from 
a very young age. I think from about the age of 26 I helped develop all the 
training programs—cutting, but I’ve never done color. I helped develop all the 
training manuals from basic, advanced, intermediate hair cutting. 

Winn: Mm-hm. 

Laini: I traveled all over the world teaching different hairdressers. That’s how we 
met. 

Anival: Mm-hm. 

Laini: I remember. 

Anival: Yeah. 
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Laini: And I used to run the school in London; I worked the programs there. Then I 
transferred to America. I set up the school when Toni & Guy had the school in 
Long Beach many moons ago. 

Winn: Mm-hm. 

Laini: And, yeah, that was my life. I was a teacher— 

Winn: Yeah. 

Laini: —until I decided to jump ship and start working on my session. 

Anival: And you know, I’ve got this joke that I tell people about Laini which is, I’ve 
never seen anyone who can show up to do hair with a smaller bag than 
anybody. She’ll show up with a brush, a bobby pin, and maybe a bottle of 
water and will do the most spectacular hair. 

Winn: How do you do that? 

Laini: I don’t know. I just don’t feel like I need a lot. [laughs] 

Winn: [laughs] 

Anival: It’s true, right? And she’ll maybe make her own hairspray. I mean I’ve 
watched this. 

Winn: [laughs] 

Laini: You know, I’ve done so—when I look back at my—I’ve done so much. I’ve 
assisted Guido Palau; I’ve done shows with him all over the world. I’ve done 
work with Eugene Souleiman. I’ve learned stuff from him. I’ve rubbed 
shoulders with so many different people and you just pick up things and tricks 
and whatever works. And you know, sometimes I will say I can be a tad on 
the lazy side. 

Winn: [laughs] How does that come out? How does that play out? 

Laini: You know what it is? I’m slightly overconfident with my hairdressing skills. 

Winn: [laughs] 

Laini: So [laughs] I will not put everything I need in a bag. I’ll just throw some in and, 
“Oh, I’ll be fine.” And then when I get there I’m like, “Oof! I’ve gotta make this 
work. Okay. I haven’t actually got that with me.” So I can make, I can make 
stuff do whatever it needs to. 

Winn: [laughs] 
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Laini: Just because of me being slightly tad lazy and slightly a little bit 
overconfident. 

Winn: Okay. [laughs] 

Laini: It’s never backfired on me. So don’t copy me, whoever is listening. 

Winn: Yes— 

Laini: But— 

Winn:  —but you have also been doing hair for how many years? 

Laini: Been doing hair a long time. 

Anival: And I will say it’s the most fantastic hair. 

Winn: Right. 

Anival: I tell people that Laini is one of the best hairdressers I have ever worked with. 

Laini: I was told I do hair like a dude. 

Anival: Mmm. 

Laini: Whatever that’s supposed to be. I do hair like a male hairdresser. 

Winn: Who told you that? 

Laini: I’ve been told that so many times. I do hair like how a male hairdresser would 
do hair. 

Winn: What do you think they mean by that? 

Laini: And I don’t know what they meant by that. I don’t know. Is it—I make a 
woman look really sexy like a guy’s— 

Anival: Yes. 

Laini: —doing her hair. 

Winn: Oh. 

Laini: That type of thing. 

Winn: Well, that’s something. 

Laini: Yeah. 
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Winn: Huh. 

Laini: I don’t know. 

Winn: Maybe because they figure that a woman would not go out of their way to 
make another woman look sexy? I don’t know what that means. 

Laini: I don’t know. I don’t know what it means. But anyway. 

Winn: Somehow it’s working for you. 

Laini: Somehow it’s worked along the way. 

Winn: Okay. 

Laini: Mm-hm. 

Winn: So with what you know—that you said that you’ve jumped ship, so to speak, 
and started this whole other career. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: Looking back and what you know and what you see today, because obviously 
you’re still rubbing shoulders with hairdressers. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: What’s needed in the beauty industry today in terms of training? Like what if 
you could— 

Laini: I absolutely— 

Winn: —wave your magic wand and say, “Gosh, I wish—I’m not going to do it,” 
because you have this other career right now. 

Laini: No, no, no. I mean, I would do it and I’ve actually been considering going 
back into doing it, is basic hairdressing.  

Winn: Hm. 

Laini: Basic foundation. I do believe that school—especially here in America, since 
there’s a certain system in America that’s, obviously we know, is different to 
how we do it in Europe. I assisted doing hair for three years so my training 
was a three-year program before I was allowed to cut any hair on the floor. 
It’s a little bit faster here— 

Winn: Right. 
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Laini: —in America. And that’s because there’s different rules and laws that make it 
that way. And I do believe, if it was solely left up to the hairdresser to correct 
a curriculum, it would be a lot longer. And I think because it crosses over into 
the laws of a state— 

Winn: Right. 

Laini: —that there’s a way that it’s controlled in a different way. I’m not saying that 
that’s right or wrong but I believe that basic hairdressing is something that you 
need to come back to each time. 

Winn: Right. 

Laini: You know, you can learn it and then forget about it but then if someone—let’s 
say you’ve been doing hair for 10 years—you develop ways of doing things 
that slightly take you off the beaten path.  

Winn: Right. 

Laini: And I just think it’s good to, like, be brought back. Go back to basics because 
you bring yourself back to basic, it pushes you so much further in a direction 
of how you work. It starts developing and how you work. Like for me, I was—I 
found basic hairdressing so difficult to get my head around when I was 
learning how to cut hair. I couldn’t figure it out. And because I had to figure 
that out ,I found it so hard that it’s so simple. So for me the simplicity of basic 
hairdressing that I’ve developed a way to teach people that made it so easy 
for them to grasp. 

Winn: Hm. 

Laini: Because I found it difficult. That for me, I think I would like to come back and 
start doing basic hair, teach basic hairdressing again. 

Winn: I think I know somebody who could possibly— 

Laini: [laughs] Help me do that? 

Anival: [laughs] 

Winn: What do you mean, help you? Grab you! [laughs] 

Laini: Because if you think about it, those hairdressers out there that are listening, 
how do you learn how to cut something straight on a round surface? 

Winn: Hm. 

Laini: That’s the most difficult thing. There’s a point where the penny drops [snaps 
her fingers] and you’re like, ahhh. 
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Winn: Hm. 

Laini: And it took a while for the penny for me to drop. 

Winn: So your advice is, people listening to this who have already been doing hair 
10 years or more— 

Laini: Go and do a basic class. 

Winn:  Re-enroll. 

Laini: Go and get your ass kicked again. 

Winn: Re-enroll. 

Laini: Just pull it in a bit and go get your ass kicked and get it back into shape. 

Winn: Good. 

Laini: Because it pushes your work. It catapults you further with what you can do. 

Winn: Well, I think just the whole idea of humbling yourself enough— 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: —to say, “I’m a student now.” 

Laini: Yeah. 

Anival: Mm. 

Winn: “I’m not the master here, I’m now the student.” 

Laini: When I worked—honestly, when I worked at Toni & Guy, if I walked into a 
Toni & Guy Salon, everyone would hide what they were doing.  

Winn: Really. 

Laini: Because I would walk in the salon. 

Winn: [laughs] 

Laini: [laughs] They would be like covering up the client so I couldn’t see what they 
were doing, because I held everybody to such a high standard— 

Winn: Right. 

Laini: —of cutting. 
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Winn: And your thought, as the education director, creative director, is like, I want to 
take you, I don’t care you’ve been doing hair 20 years, I want to take you 
back to the basics. 

Laini: Go back to basics. It’s fun. 

Winn: Mm, that’s great. 

Laini: It’s fun as well. I think what we’re doing is we’re going to double up. Anival is 
so good at what he does and I’m so good at what I do and we get on really 
well, that I think between him and I—I’ve always said to him, “Why don’t you 
and I go and do some classes and show people who we are and what we 
do?” 

Winn: But you haven’t done it yet. 

Laini: We haven’t done it yet. 

Winn: Oh, I would love to the person who [laughs]— 

Laini: You should— 

Winn: —creates that stage, that platform for the two of you. 

Laini: Mm-hm. 

Winn: Oh, that would be great. 

Laini: Because I think the two of us together, we blend so well and bounce off each 
other so well. And the thing is, we’ve gone through so much together, 
growing. 

Anival: Yeah, we definitely have. 

Laini: We’re not just somebody you throw on stage and it would just come together. 
There’s some depth and foundation to show. 

Winn: Well, doesn’t that—you just feel good— 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: —that the two of you, it’s like, “Hey, let’s collaborate.” The whole idea of 
collaborating—I’ve been on the road by myself— 

Laini: I know you have. 

Winn: —on the stage alone— 

Laini: For how many years? 
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Winn: Oh gosh, 20 years. But in the last four or five years I don’t want to do it by 
myself anymore and I share the stage with a partner.  

Laini: That’s fantastic. It’s such a good idea. 

Winn: And I switch off between two or three different people and it’s so wonderful. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: And I have a feeling that the way it’s going to be for the two of you is, even 
without planning it out, you would just kind of weave in and out of each other. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: That it would be just so easily synchronized and would flow so fun and 
beautifully and naturally for the learner. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Anival: Definitely. You know, there’s another thing that I’ve always said, as far as 
teaching. I think, for a younger hairdresser, what I would recommend is, I 
think apprenticing after you come out of beauty school, becoming someone’s 
assistant for a while, and picking someone who is talented and you admire 
and, you know, you love their work. That’s the way to go. Because I will tell 
you, I came out of beauty school with, you know, other friends. We took 
different paths; one of them went into a little salon and I became an assistant, 
like I said, at 37. 

Winn: For how long? 

Anival: For three years. 

Winn: For three years.  

Anival: When I was 40 years old I went on my own. I mean, that’s—40 years old. 
Who goes— 

Laini: That’s commitment— 

Winn: Right. 

Laini: —for you. 

Winn: And they didn’t do that— 

Anival: They did not do that. 

Winn: Your friends. 
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Winn: And you never have regretted that? 

Anival: Never. 

Winn: Because you— 

Anival: Never. 

Winn: You can’t go back to repeat that. You can’t go back— 

Anival: Never.  

Winn: —and say, “Gosh I really wish I would have—" 

Anival: I think I did the greatest thing. I learned from the greatest hairdressers. It 
opened up many doors and it just showed me that, again, age is nothing but 
that number. 

Laini: I mean, just think about it. When you assist somebody, you’re not just 
learning their technique of how they do hair, it’s how they handle people, how 
they handle a pretty full list of clients. You know, how do they handle 
somebody that’s, you know, saying, “I’ve been waiting 20 minutes past my 
appointment”? It’s learning all that grace and technique— 

Winn: Right. 

Laini: —of just maneuvering your day. That to me, that’s the beauty of assisting 
somebody. It’s not just, “Well, how are you holding your scissors? What are 
you doing? What’s that graduation or what is it that you are doing?” It’s how 
they maneuver and hold themselves. So if anyone that’s coming out of 
school, I would start looking for somebody who’s really— 

Winn: Ahh. 

Laini: —successful to rub shoulders with. 

Winn: I love that advice because— 

Laini: Go and find them. 

Winn: Because, again, people say, “Gosh I’ve been in beauty school nine months. 
I’m so done with this! I just want to start doing hair.” 

Anival: But you’re not; you’re just starting. 

Winn: [laughs] 

Anival: That’s the thing that they have to remember. You’re not done with it. You’re 
just beginning this amazing life. And for me, hairdressing is a beautiful world. I 
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always remember as a child I would pray for Christmas time for that Barbie 
doll head and every damn year I got that damn GI Joe. 

Winn: [laughs] 

Anival: And I did not understand why. And that’s when I stopped believing in Santa 
Claus. But that’s all I wanted is I wanted to have my hands in hair. You know, 
people ask me why do I do what I do, and I will tell you: if a woman looks in 
the mirror and finds the beauty in her, at least for a minute, then I have 
succeeded. I want her to see how beautiful she is, and that makes me happy. 

Winn: Mm. 

Anival: I just wanted to touch hair, you know. So, this career can go on forever if for 
you, if you choose, but you can’t say that seven months or eight months of— 

Laini: I did— 

Anival: —beauty school— 

Laini: I agree and like people saying about age, I think the time that you’re old and 
the time that you shouldn’t be doing it is when you stop your education and 
stop— 

Anival: Yes. 

Laini: —and thinking that you’ve done. Because you can be the most wonderful 
hairdresser and have the advice as long as you keep yourself current and 
keep pushing yourself to another level. 

Winn: And if you consider that your hairdressing career could be a 20-, 30-, 40-year 
career, what’s the rush?  

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: And I learned that actually because I interviewed a brain surgeon and he was 
saying that he knew at a very, very early age that that’s what he was going to 
do, but that was like a 10-, 15-year educational— 

Laini: Journey? 

Winn: —journey for him and his friends are like, “You’re really going to commit to 
that?” And he said, “By the time I’m done I’ll be 35 years old and now I’ll have 
this incredibly financially successful, rewarding career for the next 25 to 30 
years. I’m done at 60, I’m done at 65 or whatever; that’s enough. That’s 
enough. Whereas his friends who didn’t really know what they wanted to do 
or they wanted the short journey to get there, he said they changed careers 
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over and over again and changed jobs over and over again. So what’s the 
hurry, what’s the rush? 

Laini: Do you know, I have great pleasure telling people I’m a hairdresser. And I 
think we’re in a time and place now that hairdressers can earn the same 
amount as a doctor and a lawyer. 

Anival:  It’s very true. 

Laini: But you need the education and the foundation to be able to get to that level. 
You know, I mean, I remember I was 20; I was earning more money than my 
brother who was 10 years in a banking situation. 

Winn: [laughs] 

Anival: Now, why don’t you ask me when was the last vacation I took? 

Laini: Me too. 

Anival: I haven’t taken a vacation in 14 years. 

Laini: I haven’t taken— 

Winn: Well, you haven’t driven to Long Beach in 20 years. 

Anival: And there you go because I realized I have a passion for this career and I 
was going to make it happen. 

Winn: Hm. 

Anival: I’ve said no to many things. You know, vacations with the family. I love my 
job— 

Winn: Right. 

Anival: —and if I want to get there, I have to work. 

Winn: Hm. 

Anival: No one’s going to give anything for free in life. 

Winn: Hm. 

Anival: So that’s how I look at it. 

Winn: I love this dialogue. 

Laini: Mm. 
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Winn: I want to switch gears a little bit and I have a feeling that you’re, Anival, going 
to have comments on this. 

Laini: Mm-hm. 

Winn: And that is empowering women. Whenever I have the opportunity to interview 
a woman— 

Laini: Yep. 

Winn: —I’m always asking the question, you know, “Can you have it all?” The best 
answers that I’ve received, and I’m not going to tell your best answer, the best 
answers I’ve received are, “Yes, you can have it all but maybe not at the 
same time; not all at the same time.” 

Laini: Mm-hm. 

Winn: So obviously there were sacrifices that you made. There were— 

Laini: Yeah, I mean— 

Winn: —compromises that you had to make and— 

Laini: My, yeah I do believe you can get yourself—listen I don’t have children so I 
mean, I don’t, I’ve not gone through that path but you know I have sisters. 

Winn: How many dogs do you have? How many horses do you have? 

Anival: [laughs] 

Laini: I have a lot. 

Winn: Yeah. [laughs] 

Laini: I have amazing sisters that are hairdressers. Both have worked their whole 
life. They have children, they’re married, they run their own businesses, 
they’re very successful. So, you know, just by seeing what they’ve done with 
their lives, most definitely it can be done. 

Winn: Hm. 

Laini: And I’m very, obviously, very much about empowering women as well. 

Winn: So what’s—with all the incredible things happening over the last several 
years, swinging the pendulum in that direction towards empowerment of 
women—  

Laini: Mm-hm. 
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Winn: What do you have to say about all of that? 

Laini: I think it’s about having the—it’s just having the drive and pushing forward 
and the belief that you can do something. And I think with me, I don’t stand 
there and go, “I believe I can do this!” I don’t even think I have that thought in 
my head; I just get out of bed and do it. 

Winn: Mm. 

Laini: And that’s for me, it’s just—because, you know, sometimes I think, Well, 
what’s the worst thing that could happen? You know, I’m really healthy, I get 
the opportunity to do the things that I do, and I try to build off of something 
rather than take it down. 

Winn: Mm-hm. What do you mean by that? 

Laini: Well, I just feel like, you know, if something hasn’t quite worked for me and 
rather than sitting there and going, “Oh God, it hasn’t worked,” I go, “Okay, 
what am I going to do to change this?” 

Anival: Mm-hm. 

Winn: Mm. 

Laini: So I build off of what—you know, it’s about mindset. I work really hard on 
changing my mindset, on—instead of looking at what’s not happening, what is 
happening. 

Winn: Hm. 

Laini: And I make a real conscious effort to do that every single day. 

Winn: And does that—I mean, you mentioned that you are an avid reader. What 
other practices do you have?  

Laini: I’m big on animals so I do a lot of rescuing. I just feel it’s my way of giving 
back, you know, because I do—that’s where my love is and my joy of 
rescuing animals and finding a way of getting them into a better situation. And 
if I physically can’t do it, I research people that are doing it and try and help 
them. 

Winn: Mm-hm. 

Laini: And that’s what I do consciously, really, every day. 

Winn: Tell me about your health and wellness routine, because you’re very healthy, 
you’re very fit. 



MASTERS Audio Club, November 2019: Laini Reeves & Anival Morales  Page 49 

Laini: Well, I’m vegan. So I’ve been vegan for a long time, many years. I try and do 
some every day, a workout, a run. I have dogs so I have to run them. I took 
on a huge dog and— 

Winn: Huge. 

Laini: [laughs] He’s huge and the only— 

Winn: How big is huge? 

Laini: He’s an Irish wolfhound, they’re the largest of the dog breed. 

Winn: Okay, so when he’s on his hind legs he’s how tall? 

Laini: He’s taller than I am.  

Winn: Okay. 

Laini: So I’m five-six. 

Winn: What does he weigh? 

Laini: He doesn’t weigh that much, actually. He’s probably—he’s skinny it’s almost 
like a greyhound underneath of that. 

Winn: Okay. 

Laini: But I just said to myself— 

Winn: Well, what’s his name? Mr.? 

Laini: Mr. Jones. 

Winn: Mr. Jones. 

Anival: Mr. Jones. That’s it. 

Laini: Mr. Jones. I said if I was going to take Mr. Jones—honest, I didn’t need 
another dog that I had to get up every morning and run him and that’s what I 
do. Every morning we get up and we run. 

Winn: Wait. Do you still have Freddy? 

Laini: Freddy’s with my other friend. We found him a home. 

Winn: Okay. 

Laini: We found him a home. 
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Winn: Oh good, because Freddy was— 

Laini: Tiny little baby. 

Winn: —a little tiny— 

Laini: Like three, four pounds 

Winn: —Yorkie. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: And then you had Mr. Jones. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: [laughs] 

Laini: And he used to— 

Winn: Did they get along, did they— 

Laini: He used to sit on Mr. Jones’ head— 

Winn: Who was the boss? 

Laini: —and suck his ear. 

Winn: Yeah. [laughs] 

Laini: [laughs] Anyway. 

Winn: Who’s top dog? 

Laini: Um— 

Winn: Because that’s—to me that’s the funniest thing— 

Laini: I’m top dog. 

Winn: Well, of course you are. 

Laini: I’m top dog. 

Winn: No, but it’s the funniest thing to see— 

Laini: Oh, they do. 

Winn: —a little tiny dog take on—not take on, where they’re— 
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Laini: Somebody told me that the smaller the dog, the larger the brain. 

Winn: Huh. Really? 

Anival: That’s interesting. 

Laini: That’s interesting, isn’t it? 

Anival: Well, you know, I’ll tell you, as far as that topic, I was raised by just strong, 
powerful women. So in somehow, some way, that’s my world. 

Laini: It’s made you a strong powerful woman, hasn’t it? 

Anival: I am woman, hear me roar. No, I mean, listen. All of the women in my life are 
these strong individual women who really don’t take no for an answer. I 
realize that. My clients are the same way. But again, I will tell you that I have 
built the clientele that I love. Because for me, when they sit in my chair, it’s 
not, “Oh, I’m going to do hair.” I actually remember—and I’ll tell you what I did 
years ago. When I have a new client, I write down a little something about 
their story in the back of the record card, so the next time they come back to 
me, “How is Bob? How are the kids?” And that just becomes a way of being 
and it opens them up more and so we start to build a relationship. And then 
years later they’re not just my clients but they’re these people that I actually 
look forward to seeing every two, three, four, five, and six weeks. 

Winn: Mm. 

Anival: And I do make them feel really special and I—but I don’t do it just because, 
“Oh, I gotta do it.” I actually love making them feel special. 

Winn: Mm. 

Anival: I love making them feel beautiful and I just love what we’ve created. 

Winn: Has there ever been a time when you didn’t love it? 

Anival: You mean clients where I’d say, “Don’t come back to me?” 

Winn: Clients or doing hair in general? 

Anival: Yeah, I mean—no there’s never been a time when I don’t like the career. 
There have been times, which I utilize my consultation for that reason, to see 
if this person and I are going to get along.  

Winn: Hm. 

Anival: And, you know, I will say, “I don’t think I’m the right person for you.” 

Winn: Hm. 
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Anival: And they might freak out but I believe that in the long run, it’s the best thing 
for both she and myself. 

Winn: Is that part of the way that you continue to stay in love with— 

Anival: I believe so. 

Winn: —the business of hairdressing?  

Anival: I believe so. I believe so, because I’ll tell you a funny story. I have an ex-
boyfriend who is no longer here in Los Angeles but he used to have a client 
that used to drive him crazy. She used to talk down to him and she used to—
is a terrible person—so I’m watching this whole situation and I pulled him 
aside and said, “What does she pay you for that?” So he said, “Oh—” he gave 
me a number, and I said, “I’ll pay you that every month if you fire her.” 

Winn: [laughs] 

Anival: And he did. 

Winn: Really. 

Anival: And he became a happy person. 

Winn: Wow. 

Anival: And he said, he goes, “Wow, I didn’t realize that.” And I said, “How much is 
your happiness worth?” 

Winn: Wow. 

Anival: “Because I promise you that that money is not going to make you any 
happier.” 

Winn: Right. 

Anival: “And it’s not really going to change your life.” So I just feel like, you know, 
you’re in this industry and if you really love it as much as I do, decide on 
who’s going to be in your circle. 

Winn: Right. 

Anival: That’s what I do. 

Winn: I don’t think people really consider that: that they have the power to fire— 

Anival: Some of them don’t. 

Winn: —a client. 
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Anival: —think they can. Yeah. 

Winn: We do that in our personal lives. 

Laini: Yeah, we do. 

Winn: You know, we have to stay away from— 

Laini: I think we’re educated that we’re in the service industry— 

Anival: Yes. 

Laini: —and that you should do it. It’s funny, I was watching someone on Instagram, 
to watch this little—and it reminded me, is these two women in a restaurant 
and they were giving the waiter such a hard time and they were going on 
about the dessert and the cake and everything. And somebody’s filming them 
from the other side of the restaurant because there’s obviously something 
going on. And the waiter’s standing there with a cake and she’s gotten—going 
on and saying stuff and how long she’d been waiting and what cake have 
they got and everything, and he’s trying to show the cake, he’s leaning over, 
and she said something to him and he must have just lost it because this 
cake was hurled into her. 

Anival: [laughs] 

Winn: Oh my gosh. Oh my gosh. Some days you both feel that way, right? 

Laini: And I was like, “I can quite understand—" 

Winn: [laughs] Right. 

Anival: [laughs] 

Laini: “—how you feel that.” It’s a good job I haven’t had cake in my hand 
sometimes.  

Winn: Oh my gosh. You know, the best advice that I have received was that you 
have to love what you do, love who you do it with, and love who you do it for. 

Anival: That’s it. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: And if you’re missing one of those then you’ve got to figure out how to come 
back to that— 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: —original passion, that original love. 
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Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: Because it wasn’t pain and suffering that brought you to the beauty industry. It 
was love for the craft. 

Anival: It was love. 

Winn: It was love for people, it was love for making, as you say, women feel 
beautiful. 

Anival: And if you wake up one morning and you realize you don’t love your job, then 
it’s time to go. 

Winn: Or figure out a way how to fall back in love. 

Anival: Yeah, because I— 

Winn: Which could be through the education. You say, “Sign up for a class.” 

Laini: I definitely believe it’s going into a class and rubbing shoulders with people 
that are similar and— 

Anival: Yes. 

Laini: —you know, that—your conversation changes. I know I’m a big believer in 
that. We need to get out and do some classes. 

Anival: I would love to. I mean, I would love to teach, you know— 

Laini: Take it up a notch. 

Winn: Well, I’m going to be totally a part of that; that process of making that happen, 
and you know I will and you know I can. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: Look at how hard I had to work to get the two of you—how many—go back 
and check your texts— 

Anival: Oh my God, it’s been such a long time. 

Winn: —message history from me to the two of you. 

Anival: But it didn’t happen because we didn’t want to, I mean— 

Winn: I know. 

Anival: —she was traveling, I was traveling, we were always on the go. 
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Laini: Yeah. 

Anival: But we’re happy that we’re here. 

Winn: Well, again, I’m not interviewing two people who have nothing going on in 
their lives. 

Laini: So true. 

Winn: I’m interviewing two very, very successful people to bring the three of us 
together. This—it literally took a couple of years; literally. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: It took a couple of years to make this happen. 

Laini: I know. But we’re here. 

Winn: And it was worth it. 

Laini: And it was worth it. 

Winn: So before I start to wrap things up, so, not that it’s a lot of the people listening 
to this because it’s not, but to those who are envious of the career that you 
have, they all want the career that the two of you have, what’s the best advice 
that you for them? 

Laini: Don’t be envious. There’s nothing to be envious of. You just create the world 
you are in and it’s just through hard work. Hard work and, you know, Winn, if 
there’s anybody that wants to, you know, get and ask questions anymore and 
you want to—and they contact you and you want them to, you have questions 
you can send them my way or wait for the class and we can figure it out. 

Winn: I will say that about you because, again, I’ve known you for over 20 years and 
you’ve always been so wonderful about that. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: You—because some people say, “Oh, you know, give me a call. Let’s have 
lunch. I’ll help you,” and then that’s the end of it. You follow through. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: That’s huge. 

Anival: And I think another, you know, great thing to know is that someone that I 
worked with many years ago would say, “There was enough success to go 
around.” 
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Laini: Yeah. 

Anival: And I think when you start holding onto that and you don’t want to show 
people what you know, that’s not cool. You know, I feel like what I know, I’d 
love to show anyone. 

Winn: Mm-hm. 

Anival: And I’ve always said, “All you have to do is ask.” If there are assistants there, 
sometimes they are a little intimidated to get near, because I’m working, and I 
always say, “Come on step on, step in here and watch me work and if you 
have a question wait ‘til I’m done with the client, but I will give you the 
answer.” 

Winn: That’s great. 

Anival: “But I just want you to ask,” and you know, there’s enough for it to go around. 

Winn: Also great advice. 

Laini: Mm-hm. 

Winn: Because I have been with—again, in my world of being a speaker, it’s like, 
“Well, I own that joke, I own this material.” I’m like, “Oh, okay.” [laughs].  
“Really? You own that thought right there? Okay.” 

Laini: Oh my God.  

Winn: [laughs] I steal from everybody. 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: We call it research. 

Laini: Yeah. It is. It is research. 

Winn: Okay, final messages to our listeners? Anival, we’ll start with you. 

Anival: I mean, listen, the one thing that I will say is that—I always tell my friends this. 
You know, I started producing, like I said to you, a few years ago, and I meet 
people and I ask them for funds and I ask for financing and people ask me, 
“Why is it that you don’t get upset when someone says no?” And my answer 
is always the same. I said, “Because that no just means that I’m one step 
closer to the yes.” 

Winn: Mm. 

Anival: So if someone says, “No. I’m not hiring you” or “No, I’m not interested in 
teaching you,” don’t give up. I promise you, the yes will come. 
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Winn: Mm. 

Anival: And that’s my thing. I’ve always said, “Just keep believing that it will happen.” 

Winn: I love hanging out with you, you’re just so—he’s just like even keel, right? 

Laini: Yeah. 

Winn: He’s just like this all the time, right? 

Anival: [laughs] 

Winn: Laini, final message? 

Laini: I think basically my message has been through the whole interview. It’s 
surround yourself with people that are doing what you want to do. And if 
they’re not around, go looking; go looking for them. Don’t be shy that you 
don’t get in touch with somebody and say, “Can I come and watch you work? 
Can I hang out? Can I see what you’re doing?” Because you’ll be surprised, 
they could be meeting someone like me and I’ll say, “Yeah.” 

Winn: Yeah. 

Laini: You know? 

Anival: You have to be open because you know a lot of the, I will say, older 
hairdressers are so set in their way of doing something and when I try to 
teach them the new technique or balayage, they don’t want to try it because 
they’ve already gotten so used to what they do and they’re not willing to be 
open to learn something new. 

Winn: This was great. 

Laini: Yeah. Thank you. So nice to talk. 

Winn: Thank you guys so much. 

Anival: Thank you. 

Winn: You’re the best. I love you both. 

Anival: Oh, thank you so much. We loved coming out and visiting you. 

Laini: Thank you. 

 

 


